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IB Column

Innovation Program IB 2—54%—%:Brad Semans

From the 22" to the 30™ of January four 4™ grade students from MOIS visited Silicon Valley in
California as part of this year's innovation program. The program teaches students from Saitama City’s
high schools about entrepreneurship and innovation.

Students visited several venture capital firms including DNX and
Plug and Play. You may not have heard of these, but have you heard of
Google? How about Zoom? When those companies were just starting DNX

and Plug and Play invested in them. Students learned about VC and even

listened to pitches by a wide range of startup companies. One of the MOIS
students, Mr. Io Oya, said that this experience made him think about a  Design thinking workshop at STRIPE with
career in financial engineering. g

Students also visited Stanford University. There, the students took a campus tour
with one of the undergraduate students and learned about University
life in America. After the tour, students took a class with Professor
Stephen Murphy-Shigematsu, a leader in mindful and heartful
learning. Through the lesson, students could learn to relax themselves

and find value in the world around them. This state of mind is important

for innovators as it helps them to clear their thoughts and be creative.
Visiting Stanford University

At the end of the trip, students gave presentations about their own business ideas to a panel of instructors

who have various kinds of experience with entrepreneurship in America and abroad. The students received

realistic advice from the instructors and could further open their minds to a future of innovation. In the next

school year, we hope more students from MOIS will also attend!
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