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1B Column

Active Learning IB 1—F1%—%:Brad Semans

In this month’s IB Column we will look at some of the active learning opportunities that MOIS
students have engaged in over the winter break and how those activities are representative of IB
education and the goals of MOIS.

First, on December 26™ and 27™, seven 4™ grade students went
to Otsuma University to participate in a large model united nation. Over
the course of two days, our students represented Italy, Estonia, and Laos
as 50 different delegations worked to create resolutions to solve the

problem of food insecurity. Even though there were no prizes given or

winners, our students spent a lot of time researching this topic and
thinking carefully about how the world could be better!

At the same time, two teams of first, second, and third grade students participated
in the Saitama City Junior High School English Debate Tournament.
The topic of debate was about the use of paper and plastic in
manufacturing goods. Both teams spent a lot of time doing research
and thinking about the good and bad points of both paper and plastic

products. In the end, they did a great job and one of our teams even

won second place in the city!

Finally, lots of our students took the opportunity to seek out new chances for international experiences. Four
MOIS students will be attending the Saitama City Innovation Program, a | -week trip to Silicon Valley in
California during which students will visit world-famous tech companies and learn about entrepreneurship.
Several other students have applied for Stanford e-Japan, a very selective online program that connects
Japanese high school students with professors and other professionals in the United States. Other students
applied for the High School Diplomats, three-week programs in Japan and America. It is great to see so

many MOIS students branching out to the world!
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