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2023: MOIS Diploma Program

What is the Extended Essay? IB 1—51%—%:Brad Semans

The Extended Essay is not a subject. However, it is an important part of the Core in the Diploma
Programme (the IB uses the British spelling of program). In this month’s IB Column, let’s consider what the
Extended Essay is and why it is so important.

To put it simply, the Extended Essay is a 4,000 word (8,000 characters in Japanese) research
paper. Students first select one of the DP subjects that they are studying develop clear research
questions. This can be much more challenging than you may think. Developing a good research question
means that the question is neither too broad nor too narrow. Look at the examples below for a student who

has selected the history of Japan.

Too Broad Focused

The overthrow of the Tokugawa Shogunate in An examination of the economic reasons that led to

Japan the overthrow of the Tokugawa Shogunate in
Japan

Setting the topic of your Extended Essay can take a long time and students must talk a lot with teachers of
their selected subject to do this effectively.

After setting a topic, students then conduct

Top 10 Extended Essay Subjects - o
P research. Students will need to read a lot in order to

_II do this and reading a wide range of materials is one of
— ! the important steps in developing the research. So,
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followed by history. However, the most important
https://ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/about-the-

point in choosing a topic is to think about something
ib/pdfs/final-statistical-bulletin-dp-cp-may-2022.pdf

you are interested in and that will connect to your

future.
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