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What does it mean to be an IB World School?

Community ties and a shared mission IB 2—751%—%:Brad Semans

Of course, being an IB World School means that our school teaches the MYP and DP. Each school
uses the Learner profile. Each school’s mission statement also aligns with the mission statement of the IB.
However, it means much more than that. As an IB World School, MOIS participates in the IB Community.
More than 30 teachers have taken official IB Workshops that last between 3 days and | month. Teachers
also visit other IB Schools to learn about how IB education can be implemented in MOIS even better. Last
week, a group of MOIS teachers visited Kochi Kokusai Junior and Senior High School. Kochi Kokusai is also
a MYP/DP IB World School. Their MYP Program started one year before ours. Mr. Sekita said, “Even
though we have a lot we can learn from their program, I left the school feeling that the quality of MOIS
lessons was much higher. I have a renewed sense of determination to have our school do even better.” Mr.
Saito observed Theory of Knowledge (TOK) lessons that MOIS DP students will have to take. He said, “By
watching the lessons, I could see that the TOK can have a big impact on students’ thinking ability and want
to make sure that the MOIS TOK is done with all due seriousness.” Conversely, many teachers have visited
MOIS through this year. For example, students at the Tokyo Gakugei University Graduate School of
Education have visited our school nearly 10 times in the last 3 years.

Another way that we participate in the IB Community is through involvement with two important IB
groups. The first is the International Baccalaureate Educator Network. Teachers who join this network are
licensed to give training and workshops held by the IB. In August, I visited a school in Kobe to help them
prepare for the start of their MYP. These are a great chance to spread the values and ideas that we have
at MOIS to other schools in Japan. Finally, MOIS is a part of the MEXT/IB Consortium, which is a
collaboration between the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, and Technology and the IBO. Through
this organization, Mr. Sekita was asked to be a member of a special committee that considers issues faced

by IB schools in Japan. Click on the link below to find out more about how MOIS is a part of the IB
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Community.

MEXT/IB Consortium



https://ibconsortium.mext.go.jp/
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