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MOIS Language Acquisition/English Inquiry and the IBDP:

Reading and Speaking IB 1—51%—%:Brad Semans

Did you know that MOIS students read a lot of English books
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in EI and LA class? Starting in the second grade, students

read English books and write book reports as part of the EI
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curriculum. In the 3™ grade, all students read Holes, by

Louis Sachar. At the end of the school year, 3™ grade
students create unique performances about the story. For
example, one student made a children’s picture book about
the story that you can see below. Other students did skits,

debates, and presentations.

Now, in the 4™ grade, students are reading another story by Louis Sachar called The Cardturner. Why are
students reading so many books? That is because 25% of the DP English score is a speaking test. During
the speaking test, DP students must give short presentations and answer questions about two books that

they have read. This interview style test is very challenging, but can show students’ speaking ability well.

There is another important reason that MOIS students read these books. It gives the students a chance to
think deeply about important topics such as justice, family, friendship, and responsibility from the
perspective of young people in other cultures. As a result, MOIS students develop an international mindset

that will help them communicate and cooperate with people from all around the world.
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