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Carpe diam: What is summer break? 2—51%—%:Brad Semans

Growing up in the United States, even though every summer was different, they all had one thing
in common: inquiry. Of course, at the time neither my parents or I thought of it that way. We looked
at the nearly THREE MONTHS of summer vacation and thought of the best ways to fill it in a
meaningful way. The result was participation in a wide variety of summer camps, volunteer
activities, family trips and events, and of course lots of downtime. Because of this uniquely
American situation, I spent weeks camping with peers, training at my favorite sport, and looking
after younger children at their own camps. I also took lifesaving and first aid courses, took trips
to universities along the east coast, and spent time reading about topics that were not covered in
school. Looking back at those times, I realize that each of these activities, even the down-time,
played an important role in shaping my mindset for the future. MOIS students have the chance to
do the same. While it may be challenging to understand for others students in other schools, it is
important that you approach the summer break as if it were an inquiry project.

Mission: You have several weeks off and lots of opportunities for inquiry. How will you use this
time? Carpe diam!
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