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What are key concepts? Why are they important? IB 2—F1%—%:Brad Semans

Key concepts are powerful, abstract ideas that have many dimensions and definitions. They have
important interconnections and overlapping concerns. Key concepts engage students in higher-
order thinking, helping them to connect facts and topics with more complex conceptual
understanding. Key concepts create “intellectual synergy” (Erikson 2007) and provide points of
contact for transferring knowledge and understanding across disciplines and subject groups.
Related concepts promote depth of learning and add coherence to the understanding of academic
subjects and disciplines. They are grounded in specific subjects and disciplines, and they are
useful for exploring key concepts in greater detail. Inquiry into related concepts helps students to
develop more complex and sophisticated conceptual understanding. Related concepts may arise
from the subject matter of a unit or the craft of a subject—its features and processes.

Think about the example below. How can the concepts encourage deep thinking and transfer

between these subjects?
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