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Duquesne University

I visited Duquesne University, placed
nearby two rivers and many skyscrapers
making the view really beautiful. I joined in
fashion camp and I made a bag connected to
a theme inspired by artworks. Also, I did a
fashion show with designers and my friends.
During that time, I could apply what I learned
in MOIS. American friends shared their feeling
and ideas quickly and discuss freely. From

this, I realized that's important to find new

things.

Robert Morris University

Chatham University

RMU had a huge premise and facilities, there

were multiple kinds of buildings and gardens you
can actually use it whenever you like. In the 3D
printing course which I joined, each person was
very impressive with their own personality. The
to MOIS: the

relationship between students, teachers and

vibe was actually similar

others were friendly. Through the course, we
learned how to create an object in real life using
an application. It was full of fun printing our own

faces and arms.

I participated in Sustainability Leadership
Academy at Chatham University. The campus was
huge and surrounded by nature; I saw a lot of
animals there. I did many activities with Japanese
friends and friendly American students, and the
classes were more flexible than Japanese ones. I
learned different cultures and ways to create a
sustainable world. This experience helped me to
gain new perspective which relates to globalized

society. I want to participate again!
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IBa—7+1%—%:Brad Semans
Global Issues in IB Education

One of the hallmarks of IB education is that it does not shy away from controversial issues that
often make some adults squirm. But why is that? What kinds of topics might be considered global issues?
And where might we find these in the MOIS MYP, DP, Liberal Arts, and STEM course curriculum?

To begin, we must start with the school’s mission statement. At the core of MOIS and IB
education is the goal of making the world a more peaceful and overall better place. Without addressing
these issues, it is unlikely that young people will be prepared to take action to address them. Of course,
these issues still need to be appropriote to students’ development. The Diploma Programme defines
global issues as having significance on a wide scale, being transnational, and impacting everyday local
contexts. Some of the topics that come to mind include societal problems such as racial discrimination,
inequality and poverty. Other broader topics include religion and politics, neither of which are common
in many Japanese classrooms.

In the LA and EI curriculum, students engage with the topics of adult dominance over young
people, interracial relationships, and religious fundamentalism. These topics are taught through the
reading of literary works in the 3™ and 4™ grades. Outside of class, an example of students engaging
with global issues is students holding workshops and giving speeches on LGBTQ rights and issues faced
by the LGBTQ community here in Japan. The Rainbow Club is a student organization that welcomes all
students to cooperate to make the school environment welcoming and safe for all.

For students and parents, addressing global issues head on with understanding is an important

step to meeting our school’s mission statement.
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