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Why New Zealand? Why Pittsburgh?
More than | 0 years ago, the mayor of our city, Mr. Hayato Shimizu along with our current superintendent,
Mayumi Hosoda, and Principal Sekita (both of whom were working at the Saitama City Board of
Education) envisioned a school that taught an international curriculum. Furthermore, the school would
build strong and meaningful ties with the schools around the world. Though the pandemic has greatly
restricted us, we are finally on our way abroad. So why New Zealand? Why Pittsburgh?

New Zealand and our city have a number of features that are comparable. First both cities have
experienced the challenge raised by natural disasters. Another important similarity between our cities is
the focus on revitalizing and strengthening the culture and industry within the city. MOIS students will
have a great opportunity to work with their peers in Christ church to learn more about international and
local development.

Pittsburgh, in the United States, is another place that has deep ties to our school. For more
than 30 years Pittsburgh has been a sister city with the city of Omiya and then Saitama City. While
Pittsburgh was once known as a steel town, producing large amounts of steel used in the United States
and the world, it economy has been reimagined and it is now well known as a center for medical device
manufacturing, robotics, and investment. Local universities have extended a warm welcome to our

students as we prepare to participate in camps with local high school students.
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