
Saitama Municipal Omiya International Secondary School Q & A 

Below we will answer frequently asked questions. 

 

<Regarding the Student Selection Process> 

[Regarding Eligibility to Take the Exam] 

 

Q1 I live in another city/prefecture and plan to move to Saitama City before enrollment, but is it 

possible to take the examination? 

Students who will be living in Saitama City by April 1 of the year they intend to enter the school 

are is eligible for application. If you live outside of the city please submit documents declaring your 

intention to move to Saitama City during the application eligibility examination period (November 

21 - December 4). If you cannot submit this document within in this period, please submit 

"Notification on Documents Proving Relocation" (Form 12) and submit the documents proving 

your relocation on February 4. 

 

Q2 I am a returnee student so I do not know the contents of Global Studies. Are there any 

disadvantages in Group Activities? 

Please refer to the educational materials used in Global Studies on the website of Saitama city. 

http://www.city.saitama.jp/003/002/008/005/p058103.html 

 

Q3 Is it better to have English proficiency at the time of the examination? 

In the General Student Selection, there are parts of Examination A where English is used as well 

as during the Group Activities portion. However, the majority of the problems on Examination A 

will be presented in Japanese and we will examine students’ abilities to think in Japanese. Please 

refer to the sample examination on our homepage. In the Special Student Selection (for returnees 

and foreign students), English is primarily used during the individual interview, Examination E and 

Group Activities. 

 

Q4 I use a wheel chair. I require a caregiver at all times, but can I take the examination? 

For examination, parents of applicants with disabilities who need special measures to shall 

prepare a "Special Measures Application Form" (Form 17) and, receive confirmation from the 

principal of the school in which the applicant is enrolled, and then bring the form to the Saitama 

City Please Board of Education. For details, see page 5 of the application guidelines. For school 

life after admission, please contact Saitama City Board of Education High School Education 

Division. 

 

【 Regarding the day of the examination 】 

Q1 Where is the venue for examination? 

The first day of selection will be held at Municipal Omiya Nishi High School and Municipal Omiya 

Kita High School. Which venue an applicant will be assigned to will be determined at the time of 

application. In addition, the second selection will be conducted at Municipal Omiya Nishi High 

School. 



 

Q2 What are the contents is of the examination for special selection? 

Examination D (which is only for applicants to the special selection section) for the first selection 

will ask questions translated from English from Examination A. Some questions will be in 

Japanese, however Chinese characters will have kana displayed above them. We will also 

conduct personal interviews in English and Japanese. 

 

Examination E for the second selection will contain two problems from Examination C. One will 

require a written answer in English and the other will require a written answer in English or 

Japanese. The prompts will be translated into English, and prompts in Japanese will have kana 

displayed above Chinese characters. Group Activities are the same as the general selection 

portion. 

 

Q3 Are there any regulations regarding clothing at the time of Group Activities during the second 

selection? 

There are no regulations regarding clothing for either the first selection or the second selection. 

Please come in clothes you usually go to school in. 

 

Q4 What kind of contents are planned for the group activities? 

In group activities, we will examine the communication skills acquired during elementary school 

Global Studies lessons. Please also refer to the samples on our homepage. 

 

Q5 Do I need to bring my watch to the examination? 

We recommend that you bring a watch. In addition, bringing in clocks with calculation and 

translation functions is prohibited. 

 

【 Regarding the Special Selection Process for returnees and foreign applicants 】 

Q1 Can you apply for both the general selection and special selection simultaneously? 

It is not possible to apply for both general and special selection. 

 

【 Regarding the method of student selection 】 

Q1 The number of planned students is 160, will the number increase? Will the number of boys 

and girls be kept at 80 each even if there is a difference in the selection standards between the 

male and female applicants due to their respective examination scores? 

There will be no more than 160 successful applicants. About 80 boys and 80 girls will be 

accepted. 

 

Q2 Will admission be determined by lottery? 

We will not use a lottery to determine admission. 

 

 

 



＜Regarding the International Baccalaureate＞ 

Q1 What are the contents of the educational program of IB (International Baccalaureate)? 

For the MYP (Middle, Years Program), scheduled to be held in years 1 to 4, we will learn from our 

own curriculum based on the framework indicated by IB organization. Regarding the DP (Diploma 

Program) planned to be conducted in the 5th and 6th grade Global Course, the world-wide 

curriculum includes six categories of language A (mother tongue), social studies, science, 

mathematics, foreign languages and art. Furthermore students will take three core subjects: TOK 

(Knowledge Theory), the Extended Essay, and CAS (Creativity, Activities, Service). In either 

program, we aim to link the knowledge of each subject to a deep understanding of the real world 

through the implementation of well-designed lessons.. For IB education, please refer to the 

website of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. 

http://www.mext.go.jp/a_menu/kokusai/ib/ 

 

Q2 What kind of volunteer activities do you do in IB? 

Volunteer service in IB (Service as Action) is an effort to foster the qualities indicated by IB's 

Learner Profile as well as to promote action based on learning. A variety of service activities that 

contribute to the local area and school community can be considered. 

 

Q3 There is no mention of IB in the Omiya International Secondary School pamphlet. When will 

the IB program be accepted? 

Our school is currently registered with the IB organization as an interested school. Since the 

application for candidacy can only be submitted after opening the school, we will apply for 

candidacy in the 2019 school year, after which time we will be subject to review. In past examples, 

many schools have been certified approximately two to three years after applying for candidate 

schools. 

 

Q4 Can I receive the DP (Diploma Program)full diploma by graduating from Omiya International 

Secondary School? Also, can it be used to go on to university? 

To qualify for the DP diploma there are several requirements (1) completed study of specified 

subjects, (2) completion of the core subjects, (3) submission of assignments, and (4) passing of 

external tests given worldwide. 

DP qualifications are recognized as part of application requirements at many overseas 

universities (and some domestic universities). Regarding IB education, please refer to the Ministry 

of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology website. 

http://www.mext.go.jp/a_menu/kokusai/ib/ 

 

Q5 How much do IB courses cost? Also, can I take the DP free of charge? 

Students at Omiya International Secondary School will not be asked to pay the registration fee 

for the MYP.  There will be extra costs for students taking the DP, such as final exam 

examination fees. We will provide further information on our website in the near future. 

 

 

http://www.mext.go.jp/a_menu/kokusai/ib/
http://www.mext.go.jp/a_menu/kokusai/ib/


Q6 Can I enter universities overseas without taking exams? 

Entrance examinations of overseas universities will vary widely from country to country. Some 

universities determine admissions only through review of DP qualifications. However in many 

cases, in addition to DP qualifications, other requirements such as taking other examinations 

must be met. 

 

＜Regarding Cooperation between the school and parents/guardians＞ 

Q1 How will PTA activities be handled? 

We have established an organization named the PTP (Parents Teachers Party) with the aim of 

fostering collaborating between parents, as well as between parents and faculty. Mainly, we will 

build a broad connections through exchanging views and workshops. 

 

Q2 Are there any posts or positions to be filled by parents? 

The PTP will be organized so that its operation can be carried out with minimal officers/positions. 

Any such cooperation will be asked only of those who are able to give their time. 

 

＜Regarding Fees＞ 

Q1 Please tell us about expenses such as tuition, uniform cost and school lunch fee. 

Tuition is free for the first three years (junior high school years).  The fees for the last three years 

(high school years) is the same amount as other municipal high schools (118,800 yen for 

FY2018 year). We are planning that the school uniforms (only one style of uniform for six years) 

will cost about the same amount as many public high schools. School lunch, which is only for 

students in the first three years, will cost the same as other municipal junior high schools. We will 

inform you of these and other expenses through our website in the near future. 

 

Q2 Please tell me about fees for ‘School Activities for Developing a Global Mindset'. 

Please see our homepage. 

http://www.city-saitama.ed.jp/ohmiyakokusai-h/pamphlet/20180826.pdf 

 

＜Regarding School Life＞ 

Q1 Please tell me about school rules. 

Our school rules and regulations are similar to general public junior high schools and high schools. 

The rules are set to that students can conduct their studies properly with a sense of security 

and safety. 

 

＜Regarding Club Activities＞ 

Q1 What club activities are offered at Omiya International? 

The clubs at Omiya International called Club Activities. Considering the available facilities, the 

number of students, safety management aspects, etc., we will decide the clubs with the first class 

of students. 

 

 

http://www.city-saitama.ed.jp/ohmiyakokusai-h/pamphlet/20180826.pdf


Q2 Do you have club activities during summer vacation? 

At this stage, we do not plan to hold club activities during long holidays including summer holidays. 

In the future, we will continue to make considerations with the students’ in mind.  

 

Q3 What time do After School Activities end? 

On weekdays until 17:30. Club Activities will be held a maximum of 3 days a week after school 

on weekdays and one half-day on either Saturdays or Sundays. 

 

Q4 How will the school “make clubs together with students” and what will the cost be? 

We will consider activities suitable for Omiya International students within the framework of 

school facilities and safety. Regarding expenses, we plan to use funds from the school and some 

clubs may collect funds. Further details are currently under consideration. 

 

Q5 After the school opens, I want to be able to see a list of clubs and the number of students 

in each on the school’s website. 

Regarding the status of activities, we will endeavor to actively provide information. 

 

Q6 How does the club activities seasonal system work? 

We plan to talk with the students so that the seasonal system will be meaningful. The purpose 

of the seasonal system is so that students can experience a full range of activities. 

 

Q7 Will clubs be able to participate in municipal tournaments? 

Depending on the student's planning / activity and the type of club activity, we will decide 

whether or not to participate in tournaments. We recognize the importance of the chance 

students have to think deeply about their activities, plan and explore the best ways of conducting 

them.  

 

＜Regarding Facilities＞ 

Q1 Will students use a tablet PC for 6 years? Will students leave the tablet PC at school? 

Tablet PCs will be lent to each student for them to use individually within the school for all 6 

years. A charging storage cabinet for the PCs will be in the school. 

 

Q2 Is the gymnasium air-conditioned? 

At present, there is no plan to install air-conditioners in the gymnasium. 

 

Q3 Please tell me about the collection of books in the library and school. 

We have worked to select books suitable for our educational activities. 

 

Q4 Is there a study room for independent learning or self-study after school or during breaks? 

Yes. You can study in the library and in spaces designated for self-study. 

 

 



Q5 When will rooms for learning in small groups be used? 

In general, we will divide two classes into three groups for lessons. In such cases we will use 

these rooms. 

 

Q6 Will the facilities be completed by the time of opening the school? 

Construction is proceeding so that the school building for the first three years will be completed 

by the time of the school’s opening. The school building for students in the last three years is 

scheduled to be completed in FY 2011. 

 

＜Regarding Lessons＞ 

Q1 How many times can you decide your own theme to explore in a year? 

In principle, we are planning that students focus on deepening their investigations into a single 

theme throughout the year in order to make their inquiry more meaningful.  

 

Q2 Is classes in national language and history also conducted in English? 

In principle, lessons will be given in Japanese. In some subjects classes will be held in English. 

 

Q3 Currently I cannot speak English at all, is it okay? 

In the examinations for student selection, we will examine the communication skills acquired in 

the elementary school's Global Studies lessons. Also, since there will be a lot of opportunities to 

use English after entering the school, we hope for students to be motivated to actively engage 

in activities in English, even if they are not confident about their current English proficiency. 

 

Q4 Which will the school place more importance on? English or other subjects? 

We place great importance on all of these. At Omiya International, we aim to cultivate people who 

can deeply understand the world through learning in subjects and contribute to making a better 

world. Therefore, we think that learning in each subject and learning of a second language are 

equally important. 

 

Q5 Will the classes be organized by academic ability? 

In principle, we are planning to organize our classes in small class sizes. 

 

Q6 What is the term system? 

Our school uses a two term semester system. 

 

Q7 Are there mid-term tests or final exams? 

We will not collectively hold mid-term tests or final exams. In order to measure the acquisition of 

knowledge and understanding, we plan to conduct tests and other assessment in each unit of 

each subject. 

 

Q8 Do students change class every year? 

Students will change classes each year. 



Q9 How many students are there in one class? Also, when classes are divided into 3 classes, 

how many people in each group? 

The class capacity of one class is 40 students. Each lesson group is approximately 26 students. 

 

Q10 Is it possible to engage in performing arts activities while enrolled in the school? (I am 

currently doing these activities, I want to manage both school and the activity.) 

There is no restriction on activities outside the school. However, we ask that you take care so 

that school life will not be hindered when such activities occur on weekdays or days with school 

activities. 

 

Q11 Are there any open classes scheduled for next year? 

We are planning to hold open classes, student presentations and other such activities for parents 

and guardians, as well as elementary school students and their parents to attend. Details will be 

announced on the website next fiscal year.  

 

Q12 Will classes be held in the case of typhoon / heavy snow? 

We will consider students' safety first. We will respond according to the weather forecast and the 

situation of the transportation network. 

 

Q13 Will inquiry-based learning lead to students learning fewer things with less depth? 

Through inquiry-based learning, we will realize deep learning, such as connecting relationships 

between subjects, finding connections between knowledge of each subject and society, and 

discovering new ideas themselves. 

 

Q14 Please tell me the contents of physical education lessons. Also, will students have six years 

of pool classes? 

We will develop lessons in line with IB and the national course of study. Classes in the pool will 

be conducted in the PE classes of the first three years. The use of the pool for the last three 

years is under consideration. 

 

Q15 Currently I am enrolled in a special needs/special education class. What kind of supports 

does the school have? 

After admission, we will consider how we can support students according to individual 

circumstances. 

 

Q 16 In my religion, we have a dedicated time to worship, can I be excused from class to worship? 

Regarding individual circumstances, we will give consideration based on receiving your 

consultation so as not to impair diversity while. 

 

 

 

 



Q17 The schedule of the global course of the middle 5 or 6 years is written in English. Will 

students take classes in English? 

At Omiya International, we plan to do about half of the DP 6 subjects in English, and the other 

DP subjects and health and physical education in Japanese. 

 

＜Regarding Guidance for Continuing Education＞ 

Q1 Will students be treated as junior high school graduates at the end of the third year? Also, 

do students get high school graduation qualifications at the end of six years? 

Completing year three will be equal to junior high school graduation. Graduating from our school 

is equivalent to high school graduation. 

 

Q2 Can I apply to all the universities in Japan? 

Graduating from our school will be equivalent to high school graduation. According to the 

standards indicated by the university, you can take the exam at any university. 

 

Q3 Please tell us about the number of students admitted to each of the three courses in year 5 

and 6 and standards for entering a course. 

Courses will be decided with the utmost weight given to student preference, but also based on 

student guidance sessions for deciding how to make the most of the time at the school. Although 

there is no maximum capacity for each course, students’ wishes alone may not be used in 

deciding entrance to the Global Course. In that case, the contents of the DP, the students ability 

to do academic work in English and the students’ academic record in the MYP will play a part 

in deciding admittance to the Global Course.  

 

Q4 Does the school have specific goals for sending students to university? 

We our aims include universities around the world at the forefront of knowledge and research, 

including overseas universities, national public universities in Japan and famous private 

universities. We will conduct continued learning and career education along with a 6-year 

educational program aimed at students deepening understandings of themselves and society so 

that they can choose and follow paths that best suit them.  

 

Q5 What level of English ability does the school aim for by graduation? 

By the end of the graduation, all students aim to reach at least English ability of CEFR (an 

international indicator for assessing foreign language skills) B2 or above. 

 

Q6 Is it possible to go to another high school? 

As a general rule, we do not approve moving to another high school except in case of moving. 

 

＜Other questions＞ 

Q1 Cleaning is not written in the pamphlet, but when will you do it? 

In general we plan to clean for 15 minutes after school on a 6-hour days. 

 



Q2 Do you have lunches in the last three years as well? 

School meals are not available in the 4rd to 6th years. Students can prepare lunches box or buy 

their lunch at a shop in the school. Sales items are currently under consideration. 

 

Q3 Next year, third graders from Omiya Nishi High School will still be in school. Will Omiya 

International students so activities such as sports festival and school festival together? 

We are planning ways that Omiya International first grade students can join events together with 

third grade Omiya Nishi High School students. 

 

Q4 Will communication between the school and the guardians be by e-mail? 

We will contact the registered e-mail address at the time of enrollment, and we will communicate 

late / absence through e-mail. 

 

Q5 Are there any plans for a school bus? 

There are no plans at the present. There is a Seibu Bus bus stop a 5-minute walk from the 

school, please use this bus stop. 

 

Q6 I want to know the transportation expenses of going to school by bus. 

From Omiya station west exit to the nearest bus stop is 195 yen (using IC card) for one way, it is 

around 4000 yen per month with Seibu bus ticket commuter pass. For details, please contact 

the bus company. 

 

Q7 Is it possible to go to school by bicycle? 

It is possible to apply for permission according to circumstances such as school route. If you 

receive permission from the school principal, you can come by bicycle.  

 

Q8 Can girls also wear slacks? 

Both males and females can choose freely from among the designated uniform uniforms. Girls' 

slacks are prepared somewhat differently from boys. 

 

Q9 Do you have a “Sawayaka Soudan-shitsu” counciling room? 

Like all Saitama municipal schools, a Sawayaka Consultation Room will be established to respond 

to consultations from students and parents. 

 

Q10 Do you have bullying countermeasures? 

Like all Saitama municipal school, we carry out anti-bullying programs. We will work on 

multifaceted bullying prevention and early detection. 

 

 

 

 

 



Q11 Are school excursions such as British Hills in the first year and the school trip for the 3rd 

year mandatory? Do you have any extracurricular events for the 5th and 6th years? 

Extracurricular events in years 1 to 4 are all part of the educational activities organized with the 

intention of having a synergistic effect with daily learning. In principle all students will participate. 

In the fifth and sixth year, we are not planning extracurricular events with involving staying away 

from home at this time. 

 

Q12 Will overseas school trips be home-stays? How will you handle food allergies? 

Overseas training for second and fourth grade students, we plan to stay with homestay and in 

a dormitory. Regarding food allergies, we will respond carefully according to individual 

consultation from the preparatory stage of the school trip. 

 

Q13 Is it possible to do long-term study abroad? 

Long-term study abroad is possible. However, there is a possibility that International 

Baccalaureate's DP qualification cannot be acquired in the global 5, 6 year course if a student 

studies abroad during those years. For individual situations, please consult individually. 

 

 


